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HISTORICAL  LANDMARKS.

STABILITY LODGE OF INSTRUCTION.

A Paper showing the connection between the Lodge of Reconciliation and the

Stability Lodge of Instruction, read at the Nincty-eighth Annual Dinner of

the latter on Friday, 7th May, 1915, and reported in THE FREEMASON of
22nd May,

By BRO. F. W. GOLBY, P,A.G.D.C., PRECEPTOR.

HE Stability Lodge of Instruction was founded in the yent

1817, and there is strong, if not conclusive, evidince th

prove that it is the only Lodge of Instruction haviag, the

right to claim to be lineally descended from tna» Lodge

of Reconciliation, which settled the Ritual and Ceremonia)

of the three degrees and rehearsed the working approved by Gravd

Lodge in the year 1816. The Stability Lodge of(m:;ucu'o:‘ Wis

founded by some seventeen Brethren, of whom thise 'were Membu rs

of the Lodge of Reconciliation and five otheis\were Punils who

learnt the new form of working at that Lodge.\ Their names, with
the names of their respective Lodges, are i< {ollow : —

Members of Lodge of Reconciliation.

Bro. Philip Broadfoot ../ .. Lodge &< Stubility.
Bro. James McCann ... .. Lodge of [ranquillity,
Bro. Thomas Satterly ... ... Lsdgtof Tranquillity,
Pupils of Lodge of Reconciliatics

Bro. William Dev .. /... ... Dadge of Temperance.
Bro. J. H. Little'(.4 ... (), “Crand Master's Lodge.
Bro. E. W. Willis, ... .&...% Lodge of Amity.

Bro, ‘['amcs Waisa ... ...\... Lodge of Stability.
Bro. Peter“Thomson \, ... Lion and Lamb Lodge.

So that cight of the ssveateen Fhunders were connected either as
Members or as Pupils with thefamsus Lodge of Reconciliation.

Of these eigut Founders Lro. Philip Broadfoot and Bro. Peter
Thomson were our urst twd receptors, so that, whatever the work-
ing may have been, it was pra=tised and taught by these two Founders
in the piarence of each sther from the commencement of the Lodge
of Instruciion in the yoar 1817 until the retirement of the first
Preceptor) Bro. Phii'o Broadfoot, in the year 1835, und afterwards
by fue sceond Pielspeor, Bro. Peter Thomson, until his death in
the year 1851—a period of thirty-four years

Bio. Pets=, Thomson was followed by Bro. Henry Muggeridge,
wi.2 had jeinel the Lodge twelve years previously—i.e., in Novem-
ber, 1839--and who remained as the third Preceptor for the thirty-
four yoars extending from February, 1851, to April, 1885, when he
retired. /" The first three Preceptors of the Stability Lodge of
Instruction, therefore, covered the long period of sixty-cight years
from its creation in the year 1817.

Bro. Eustace Anderson, who had joined the Lodge in the year
1880, succeeded Bro. Henry Muggeridge, and continued as our
fourth Preceptor until his death in the year 1900, when I succeeded
him as the fifth Preceptor, having joined five years previously.

Here we have an unbroken continuity of Preceptors of the
Stability Lodge of Instruction succeeded by their pupils, with the
remarkable facts that the first two were joint Founders of the
Lodge and worked contemporaneously therein for the first eighteen
years of its existence, and that the second had continuous member-
ship from the creation of the Lodge until his death in the year
1851 ; from which T think we may reasonably assume that at least
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for the first thirty-four years of the Lodge's existence our Ritual
and Ceremonial remained unaltered, and were the same in the year
1851 as at the commencement in the year 1817.

For the last twelve years of that thirty-four-year period Bro.
Henry Muggeridge, our third Preceptor, was a regular and constant
attendant, so that we may also, I think, assume that at the end of
that period, when he was made Preceptor, he had had ample oppor-
tunity of thoroughly learning all that his predecessors had taught,
and consequently was well qualified to carry on their teaching.

As to his two successors, Bro. Eustace Anderson and myself,
who each only served the comparatively short period of five years
under a predecessor before being called to the Preceptorship, we
have with us to-night, as our Chairman, Bro. Dr, fohn ixop,
J.P., NA.G.D.C., who joined this Lodge of Instruction as far back
as 18th January in the year 1856, and learnt all his early Meaonic
work under the late Bro, Henry Muggeridge. He tells me that, so
far as he can remember—and that his memory has alw~vs Leen a
very good one—the ceremonies of the three degrees as naw taught
in the Stability Lodge of Instruction are the same as he leaint from
the late Bro. Henry Muggeridge in the years 1856 to 1#50.

This testimony, extending back for nearly sixt’ yoots, wilich.is
a large slice out of the Lodge's ninety-eight yeass of existence,
speaks well for the teaching of the Stability Zudgs of Instruction,
and shows that the working has been trapsivitted unin(paired for
the last sixty years past to the present time,

This evidence is extremely valuable, as/there are\many still
living who personally knew and leara) their Masbuichwork under
the late Bro. Henry Muggeridge, and (hely, I an/sure, will bear me
out when I say that they never beard, from aay @rarter, any state-

ment or suggestion that duriigshis Prechpdrship Bro.” Henry .

Muggeridge was teaching, orserer/nad taught,“any Ritual or Cere-
monial of the three degrees ciifeling idany respect from that of his
two predecessors and Founders of #his\adge. So much as to the
inception of the Stability “1=0dge of Wnstruction and the unbroken
continuity of its teaclking:

Now to show whonce: our Ritua! and Ceremonial were derived,
and how the Sialwlity Lodge, ofvinstruction was connected with
the famous Luodge of Recoicilvation. That Lodge had a limited
existence (1813 to 1816) 4pi! was especially created by the United
Grand Lodgs of Englapd for'the sole purpose of securing uniformity
of workidg, tiitoughou? the Craft. It might properly, I think, be
described, as’ the Grand-Lodge Lodge of Instruction.

For the sixty-lwo yoars preceding the year 1813 two Masonic
Grand-idges/pad a contemporaneous existence in England, but

i that “year” tley united and formed the present United Grand

Lodge of Fngland. When effecting the Union it was found that
there aveve nany dissimilarities in the working of the Ritual of the
thiree dugries as practised in the private Lodges under both Grand
Bodies, and to remedy this the Lodge of Reconciliation was con-
stituted’by the two Grand Masters for the sole and express purpose
of settling a uniform working for initiation, passing, and raising,
and of instructing the whole Craft therein at weekly meetings, so
that “the acknowledged forms, to be universally used, may be
made known to them.” The proceedings of the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation are set out in the paper read by Bro. Wonnacott at the
Quatuor Coronati Lodge in the year 1910, and reported in “Ars
Quatuor Coronatorum,” Vol. XXITI., p. 215, to which I am indebted
for the facts relating to that famous Lodge.

The Lodge of Reconciliation originally started with twenty
members, nine distinguished Masonic workers and the Grand
Secretary from each of the two Grand Bodies. Ten others were
added at different times to fill vacancies caused by death, non-
attendance, absence from the country, and for other reasons, so that
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the Lodge from first to last comprised thirty members. The Wor-
shipful Master of the Lodge was Bro. the Reverend Samuel Hem-
ming, D.D., and the Treasurer and Secretary were Bros. Wm. H.

White and Edwards Harper respectively; the two latter, having
been the Grand Secretaries of the two Grand Bodies, were appointed
joint Grand Secretaries of the United Grand Lodge of England.

The Lodge held its first meeting on 7th December, 1813, and
its last meeting on 3rd May, 1816. The working of the three
degrees, as settled and taught by them to the Craft at their meet-
ings, and in various parts of the country, was rehearsed by the
members of the Lodge of Reconciliation at a Special Grand Lodge
meeting on 20th May, 1816, and formally approved by the Grand
Lodge at the Quarterly Communication on sth June followings
During its existence some of the members of the Lodge of Recon:
ciliation conveyed their information to the private Lodged Jin
London and the Provinces.

In a report, dated December, 1814, of the proceedifize bivthe
Lodge of Reconciliation to the Grand Master, it is stated that Bro.
'hilip Broadfoot “had for some weeks past been propulgating the
newly arranged system” to Lodges in “parts of (Rngland /add
Ireland.” (Wonnacott's Paper, p. 240.)

In 1815 Bro. Philip groanoot was present ‘at “the Northemn
Lodge of Promulgation (which consisted of thirteen Lodgss joined
for the purpose of receiving instruction) *‘ tgrcolumunicate tho New
Regulations of Grand Lodge together witiTie mode‘of “working
and the new obligations.” (Craven’s ‘‘Stetch of Freamasonry at
Bottoms,” p. 43; and “A.Q.C.," 1V.,(ej.)

On 14th February, 1815, Bro Jumés McCarnin, attended the
Neptune Lodge and gave “the J.odez very /Sunwble instructions
from the Lodge of Reconciliat.isn)® (Gelby’s)* History of the
Neptune Lodge,” p. 75.)

In April, 1815, Bro. Jarmies'»;cCann vepoited to the Lodge of
Reconciliation the procesdngs of a“teotaniittee that he and Bro.
Broadfoot had attended, which commiitee was conducting a cam-
paign against the nev( torm of weiking promulgated by the Lodge
of Reconciliation, (Woanacott’s Faper, p. 253.)

Bro. Thomas Sawsrly was at\Brixham on 16th July, 181;, when
he assisted in calling a Ladge of Instruction. (FA.Q.C.,Y VIIL,
67.)

1 These facys show that thode of our Founders who were members
of the 1.0dgs of Recoaciliation—Bro. Broadfoot, Bro. McCann,
and Bra, Satterly—vere extremely active and zealous in the propa-
gation of the new 1orm Of Ritual settled by that Lodge, and that
oup lizst Preceplor, Bro. Philip Broadfoot, was in December, 1814,
sougially hondur¢2’by laudatory mention in a report to the Grand
Master,

Fromi_all ¢f which 1 think the inference is clear that three of
out Founders—Bro. Philip Broadfoot, our first Preceptor, and Bros.
James, MeCann and Thomas Satterly—were thoroughly familiar
with, and were teachers of, the working promulgated by the Lodge
of Reconcilation during the existence of that Lodge, 1813 to 1816.
And T think we may unquestionably deduce therefrom : ;

1. That when these three Brethren joined five of the pupils
of the Lodge of Reconciliation (and nine others) to start the

Stability Lodge of Instruction, eighteen months after the closing

down of the Lodge of Reconciliation, it was becag:se they

realised that some such General Lodge of Instruction was
necessary and would be beneficial to the Craft; and

2. That when they did start they taught, and could not teach
any other than, the authorised system which they had them-
selves learnt and practised in, and taught in various parts of

England and Treland on behalf of, the famous Lodge of Recon-

ciliation,
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In support of this view I find that no fewer than seven other mem-
bers, including the W.M., the Treasurer, and the Secretary, of the
Lodge of Reconciliation, joined the Stability Lodge of Instruction
at various times, making ten in all out of the total of thirty members
of that Lodge. The names of all the ten, with the dates of their
joining the Stability Lodge of Instruction, are as follows:—

Nasug. Lovce. Fouspes,

1. Philip Broadfoot ... | Stability ... ... | 19th Dec., 1817

2. James McCann v.. | Tranquillity ... ... | 19th Dec., 1817

1. Thomas Satterly | Tranquillity ... ... | 19th Dec,, 3813

| Joixen,

4. Wm. Jordan ... wee | Jordan ... v | 17U APLIVIETS

5. Thomas Harper ... | Peace and Harmony ... | 19ti Ma=/1819

. Rev. Samuel Hemming | Worshipful Master ... &thiMbr, 1820

7. R. F. Mestayer ... | Grand Master’s ... e | T Apl, 1820
8., Edwards Harper v.. | One of the joint Gran
Secretaries, the Segic:

tar e | 15tH AN NI822

g. Lawrence Thompson... | Felicity ... . 2. o 4thNow, 1836
to. Wm. Henry White ... | One of the joit Urand

Secretaries, the Trea-
surer .0 v h24th Apl,, 1840

At the last meeting of the Lod{# 0of Recopeiliation on 3rd May,

1816, a full and final rehearsal’ vas made pri.o¢ 7o the rehearsal of

the working in Grand Lodgel At this mdering there were present

the Grand Master, the Dyig of Sussex, and’/no less than eight of

the ten members who joine? our Lod e, as before stated, namely : —
Rey. Samuel Hemming, DL the WM., as W.M.

James McConn e it as S.W.
Philip BroaMoot ... ..ot as S.D.
Thomas, Sattarly .. (iwdemmm. as J.D.
R. FUMustayer . e budoemmsenear.

L. Thompson ... 8 et mnsnmianianianies

W. H."White/ .5, ... The Treasurer.

5. Harper .. i, The Secretary.
Observe. tnat our "hree Founders, Bros. Broadfoot, McCann, and
Satterlv, were cach in office at this important final Rehearsal in
tl e presence o1 the \irand Master. These facts, I think, justify the
taterent tazs tie Stability Lodge of Instruction was founded b,
the memVert of the Lodge of Reconciliation to carry on the wor
promu’zated by that Lodge during its career, and that we are bound
10+coLclvde that its first two Preceptors taught, and could not do
otherwide than teach, the system settled by that Lodge and approved
vy the Grand Lodge in the year 1816.

3 one cannot project oneself backwards ninety-nine years, and
say to-day what it was that was actually rehearsed in, and approved
by, the Grand Lodge in the year 1816, it is not possible at the
present time for anyone to say definitely or precisely what that
Ceremony and Ritual were. 1 was therefore much surprised to
read in THE FrEEMASON of 6th March, 1915, the following : —

“The Emulation Lodge of Improvement was established in 1823
to work the precise form of ritual settled by the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation and approved by Grand Lodge in 1816, and it is this system
of Ritual which is taught by the Lodge to-day. The principle of
Emulation is, and always has been, that the ritual so approved can-
not be altered in any way, and as during the period of ninety-two
{ears the Lodge has been under the control of only four men, all well

nown as leading Masons of their time, and strict disciplinarians, I
think we may safely assume that the ritual as we have it to-day is the
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same as was approved by Grand Lodge in 1816. As most of you
are aware, the four Brethren referred to were Bro. Peter Gilkes,
who was officially acknowledged by Grand Lodge as the exponent
of the Ritual of the Lodge ot Reconciliation ; Bro. Barton Wilson,
who was a pupil of Bro. Gilkes; Bro. Thomas Fenn, who was
taught personally by Bro. Wilson; and Bro. R. Clay Sudlow, who
worked under Bro. Fenn, and afterwards took over the position of
Senior Member of the Committee from him.”

This 1s a very positive statement which requires very strong
cvidence to support it. The proceedings of the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation show that it was decided not to publish any note, memo-
randum, or record of the working settled and subsequently approved
by Grand Lodge; nevertheless, from the very definite character ot
the statement of the claim made by the ~Emulation Lodge. o1
lmprovement, and knowing that men will sometimes, in Adeizavs
of orders, make memory notes of that which should not \w. cein-
mitted to writing, 1 thought it advisable to make diligeut search
1o endeavour to ascertain whether any such memoranduin, note,
or record, or any MS. of any kind whatsoever likelyto elucidaw
the point, is, or ever has been, in the archives of theGrand ik ge
or elsewhere in existence. In my opinion, and ih. ti.at of very noanjy
distinguished students of the history of the Crait. the conclusive
settlement of the question as to what is “the (recise form uf Ritual
Settled by the Lodge of Reconciliation " is/6f vast impeiiance, and
the claim to this inowledge should not’ b€ Jlightly .made by any
l.odge except on some substantial basis\of fact. .1 1pgret to say
that, although I have consulted mahy highly-placesd’ and distin-
guished Brethren, including the Gixna Secretary snd the Librarian
of the Grand Lodge, I have been dinabl to obfai» the slightest trace
of any such document, or to obtain any clue.or Xint of such having
existed at any time anywhere

This claim of the Emulatica”Lodge ¢f 1in rovement, so far as
I am aware, is founded gn'\ths staten.si's made in the ‘“History of
the Emulation Lodge o Improvemeni” by the late Bro. Henry
Sadler, who was not (only the Hiswrian of that Lodge of Improve.
ment, but was a memnve: from 1870 until his death in the year 1911.
In Bro. Sadler's ool (page 6\it\s stated, quoting the “ Freemason's
Quarterly Review for 183£, tiat the Emulation Lodge of Improve-
ment was oziginally fornied to teach the Masonic Lectures, that
the teaching “was confined o the delivering of Lectures, but after-
wards 1Me CUeremonies, were introduced. Bro. Sadler tells us
(page 201 that Bro( Giives at first declined to join the Emulation
l.odge of Tmproyement, us he *‘strongly objected to it on the ground
that s Lodge of dustruction restricted to M.M.’s, and working the
l.eatures only, on“a new system, could not succeed”; but that he
afterwards/aitered his opinion and joined the Lodge in May, 1825.

But"in wo’ part of his book does Bro. Sadler teil us the date
winen, and the reason why, the Ceremonies were introduced into
a Lovge of Instruction formed for teaching Masonic Lectures on
a new system. I will endeavour to supply the omission, but before
doing so I wish to make it perfectly clear:—

1. That the Ceremonies of the three degrees have been
settled, approved, and authorised by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land; and

2. That no form of Masonic Lectures of any kind has ever
been authorised by the Grand Lodge; but that on the contrary,
in the year 1819, at three successive meetings, the Grand Lodge
refused to authorise any form of Masonic Lectures. ]

In June of that year the motion of Bro. Peter Gilkes to appoint a
Committee to consider the zuestion was rcfused'; in September
the Grand Lodge refused to adopt the recommendation of the Board
of General Purposes to the same effect; and an attempt to re-open
the question on the confirmation of the minutes at the following
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Grand Lodge meeting in December was also refused. Whereupon
the Grand Master stated that any Master of a Lodge could give
any lecture he liked within the Landmarks of the Order. (See
Sadler’s “History of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement,”
page 109 ef seq.)

So that we must keep in mind that there is a vast difference
between Masonic Ritual and Masonic Lectures. in fact, there is
no Masonic constitutional comparison between them. The Ritual
for the three degrees is authorised. The Lectures are not.

Now to supply Bro. Sadler's omission as to when the Cere-
monies—i.e., the Ritual of the Degrees—were introduced into the
Emulation Lodge of Improvement. On pages 9 and 10 of Bro.
Sadler’s book appears the following : —** Early in 1830 we find from
the following Memorial that it [the Emulation Lodge of Improtes
ment] was located at the ‘Blue Posts,’ Charlotte Street, FiGroy
Square, were it remained until March, 1836:—

“To H.R.H. THE DUKE oF Sussex,

“Most Worshipful Grand Master of Free and Acceptod
Masons of England, etc., etc., etc.,

“We the undersigned being members of the Lodge®s! Insyliction
called the Emulation Lodge of Improvement meeving at the Rlue
Posts Charlotte Street Fitzroy Square, undey~theé» sanction of the
Lodge of Hope since its commencement on he "and Odtover 1823
beg leave most respectfully to state that, (bis Lodge of Mastruction
is for M.M.’s only, always commencing«with/the lecturd, in the 3rd
degree, and taking the other lectures jurolation as Wimi» will permit,
and are working according to the custom of the)Grand Stewards’
Lodge, and since the commencement ot the s2mu’ tYere have joined
between three and four hundréd-brethren, ‘=il that the number
attending in the year 1827 was 704; in 1820, < 109; in 1829, 833;
total, 2,735, making the ayeizRe’ numilr Yor each night 18 for the
last three years, but in (consequerpa \oi, the communication and
command received from you: Royal ilighness on the last Quarterly
Communication we zaw, aebarred\from ‘meeting and working as we
have been accustoined th—viz: (elenting the W.M. and he appoint-
ing his officers 15z \he next pightof meeting. so that the Brethren
may have an‘uprornunity of giving the section they are appointed
to work due_ consiieratior” yreviously to the night of meeting which
is on every Friday. Thi{ lodge of Instruction is circumstanced
differently{roin any (ther in the Order, having only one of the
members, beionging“ta the Lodge under whose sanction it is held
and (hay, dne tﬁe W.M who now comes amongst us. [This was
Bre, Rewer Gilken]" Having thus laid the statement and manner
of working befdre your Royal Highness and having the prosperity
of “he Craft Wt heart, we are anxious to promote and diffuse the
{enuine Wirinciples of the Art in a regular constitutional manner,
aid wishiniz’to excite emulation amongst the younger brethren and
to Live such instruction that when they may have the honour to
be appeinted to any office or elected to the Chair, in a regular
l.odge, they may be fully competent to discharge the important
duties of the same with that correctness and regnlm&v which is
50 essential to the well ruling and governing a lodge. We do there-
fore pray that your Royal Highness will be pleased to grant this
lodge of instruction your especial license and authority so that we
may meet and conduct the business of Masonry which we trust
has been done for nearly seven years, and the undersigned as in
duty will ever pray.”

Now this Petition for a special Warrant for the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement (which, by the way, was refused) bears the
signature of Bro. Peter Gilkes (Sadler, page 16), and states that
the work relates to the Lectures, and no mention is made of any
working of the Ritual or Ceremonies of the various degrees. This
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point is emphasised in that part of the Memorial which says,
*‘Having thus laid the statement and manner o [ working before your
Royal Highness,” and the preceding part of the Memorial refers
only to the working of the Lectures in the various degrees accord-
ing to the Grand Stewards Lodge, which Lodge had tormulated a
set of Masonic Lectures some years before 1823. From all which
I think it is abundantly clear that up to the date of this Petition
to the Grand Master nothing else had been taught in the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement “since its commencement on the and
October, 1823,” but the Lectures *‘according to the custom of the
Grand Stewards Lodge.”

So that for the first seven years of its existence the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement had, on its own showing to the Gran?
Master, confined itself to teaching the Lectures. When, then, wels
the Ceremonies introduced? Obviously some time between the/yior
of this Memorial, 1830, and the notification of the introdu Mo of
the Ceremonies in the “Freemason’s Quarterly Reviewe' iob the
year 1836. New Bro. Gilkes, having been born in the year 1765,
was sixty years of age when he jomed the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement in the year 1825, and was sixty-five vears old a2 the
date of this Memorial. If the Memorial stated facds, witich /ec ave
bound to believe—especially having regard to thw serious positian
in which the Emulation Lodge of Improveimént, had been placed
by the Grand Master's communication, jis ‘continued.! ex'stence
being jeopardised thereby—then Bro. GilKes“had taught ho Cere-
monies of the working of the three degrets in‘the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement up to the year 1830, 7@l ke died thvee years later.
Did he, at sixty-five years of age,iteé sarrying(o:d ,the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement for five ysavs as a Lodgd-for working and
teaching the Masonic Lectures df4he Grand Stejvards Lodge, sud-
denly introduce the Ritual of @z Yegrees in\the three years inter-
vening between the date of he Memorii\l, towtae Grand Master and
his death in the year 18312 ,And sy, ‘when and why did this
elderly Brother introdute Wne Ceremonies into the Emulation
Lodge of Improvemesid, Furtherwore, ‘why did not the Reporter
of the 1836 annual\nieeting of (he)Emulation Lodge of Improve-
ment, when writingwo the comeniporaneous record for the ** Free-
mason’s Quarterly Review ” for the same year, refer to the fact that
the Ceremonies, which Ne'ntated were “afterwards introduced
into the Emulation Lodge Gf/Improvement, were *“the precise form
of Ritudd(Sottied by thy Lodge of* Reconciliation™? 1If it is a fact
now, as ciaimed by e Emulation Lodge of Improvement, it was
a fact(then, and I sibmit'that such a claim should not now be made
withwu=proof of )24 accuracy.

My*own viewlis that the Ceremonies were not introduced into
the SEmulation Lodge of Improvement until after Bro. Gilkes'
Glath. « Mis view is confirmed by looking over the ** History of
the Emuiqtivn Lodge of Improvement,” from which it arpeara that
after\y\833,many changes in the general working of the Lodge were
made Uy”Bro. Barton Wilson. For instance, we have it on Bro.
Sadler’s authority (“*Emulation Lodge of Improvement,” pp. 12,
19, 25, 44, and 54) that in the year 1838 Bro. Barton Wilson intro-
duced the Installation Ceremony into the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement ; he also introduced the practice of doing Masonic
work at the Festivals in the same year; he worked the Consecration
Ceremony at the Festival in 1859; he read an Essay on the Land-
marks at the Einulation Lodge of Improvement in 1862; and so
on. Evidently Bro, Barton Wilson was an innovator, using the
term in its popular as distinguished from its Masonic sense, and
probably introduced the Ceremonies of the three degrees when he
was Preceptor after the death of Bro. Gilkes in the year 1833.
Something in the nature of a change of alteration in the mode of
conducting the Lodge was introduced after Bro. Gilkes' death, as
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the report in the “Freemason's Quarterly Review " for the year
1836 goes on to say:—

“Gratified as we are, etc. . . . we must enter our caution
to the leading members of it [this includes Bro. Barton Wilson]
not to relax from the discipline so unremittingly enforced by the
institutors, and which was especially observed by the late
Peter Gilkes. We do not make this allusion without cause.”

Evidently some change had recently been affected in the manner
of carrying on the Emulation Lodge of Improvement some time
just prior to the publication of the * lgreemuon's Quarterly Review "
for the year 1838.

None of the twenty-three Founders of the Emulation TLodge of
Improvement whose names are given on pages 7 and 8 of Bru.
Sadler’s book was a member of the Lodge of Reconciliation, and
only one of them (Bro. J. Mivart) attended its meetings, and ke pnt
in only six attendances as a pupil.

The Lodge of Reconciliation had closed fourteen yea s nor to
the date of the Memorial in 1830; Bro. Peter Gilkes was.never a
member of that Lodge, but had made casual attendarcos as a punil
while it was meeting between the years 1813 and 18.£. /Bro. /Won-
nacott's Paper tells us he attended ten times in &11. This is the\only
connection I can trace between the Lodge of Necunciliation and
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, and i\ seems an exceedingly
weak foundation on which to base such = stiong claii. as is set
out in THE FrREEMASON of March last. Gwated in a tuw words, it
is this: The first Preceptor of the Emulation Lodge o Improve-
ment attended as a pupil of the Lodgz nt Recomciisiion between
1813 and 1816 on ten occasions. " Ar-zome tine pot earlier than
1830, but presumably about 183s—i.v, at leait fourteen years after
the closing of the Lodge of Recon:iliation —thz Emulation Lodge
of Improvement introduced (be working of ‘he ceremonies of the
three degrees at their weeldy .cetings, vna they now say that the
working so introduced was\the precissSorm of Ritual settled by the
Lodge of Reconciliation. "What 2 the precise form of Ritval settled
by the Lodge of Rdecm ciliation? And what is the evidence on
which the Emulatica Todge of lmprovement base their claim to
be teaching it2

It would also e extremel: interesting to know the date upon
which Bro.\%ilkes was *‘offcaolly acknowledged by the Grand Lodge
as the exranuet of the Ritual of the Lodge of Reconciliation,” as
now clained by the Emulation Lodge of Improvement. If there
is any jusiification’ for ‘hese claims evidence in support would be
weicomen by tha-Musonic world, as at present they appear to be at
veriance-with. (ke statements found in the book compiled by the
itorian of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement which now
thakes them), Whether the Emulation Lodge of Improvement can
producesany.cvidence in support of their wide claims T cannot say,
but ainlesy, and until they do, it is to be hoped that they will not
repeav,them.

But so far as the Stability Lodge of Instruction is concerned,
on the facts T have mentioned, we may, T think, justly claim that
the connection of the Founders of this, the Stability, Lodge of
Instruction with the members of the Lodge of Reconciliation, and
our creation within eighteen months of the termination of that
famous Lodge, is strong and cogent evidence in support of. the
contention that we are lineally descended from that T.odge, and that
we are practising the Ritual and Ceremonial of the three degrees
as settled by them and approved by the Grand T.odge in the year
1816; and so far as I am aware we are the only Lodge of Instruc-
tion entitled to make these claims.
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